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ruled by a white minority who declared themselves independent from Great 
Britain in 1965, they were pressured to hold free elections in 1979 by the 
indigenous majority, and in 1980, current leader Robert Mugabe was 
elected.20 Mugabe, from the majority Shona tribe, redistributed the lands 
previously owned by the white farmers, suppressed the other major ethnic 
group, the Ndebele, and generally destroyed the country. Corruption, eco-
nomic mismanagement, and his continued instigation of racial antagonism 
have marred his leadership. Despite efforts to share power with opposition 
leader Morgan Tsvangirai, who comes from the Ndebele tribe and previ-
ously served as prime minister, the country remains conflicted as Mugabe 
(age 90 in 2014) continues to hold tightly to power through violence and 
intimidation by forces loyal to him.
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Somalia 113.9 9.5 10.0 9.3 8.9 8.4 9.4 9.5 9.8 10.0 9.7 10.0 9.4

Democratic 
Republic of 
the Congo

111.9 10.0 10.0 9.4 7.1 8.8 8.5 9.6 9.5 9.8 10.0 9.5 9.7

Sudan 111.0 8.8 10.0 10.0 8.4 8.5 7.8 9.6 8.8 9.3 9.8 10.0 10.0

South Sudan 110.6 8.9 10.0 10.0 6.5 8.9 8.6 9.1 9.8 9.3 9.6 9.8 10.0

Chad 109.0 9.5 9.7 8.8 8.0 8.9 8.0 9.7 9.9 9.8 9.4 9.5 7.9

Yemen 107.0 9.3 9.2 9.0 7.4 8.1 9.2 9.3 8.7 8.7 9.8 9.5 8.7

Afghanistan 106.7 9.3 9.2 9.2 7.2 7.8 8.2 9.4 8.8 8.4 9.9 9.4 10.0

Haiti 105.8 9.6 8.6 7.0 9.1 9.1 9.7 8.8 9.6 7.6 7.9 9.0 9.9

Central African 
Republic [CAR]

105.3 8.6 9.8 8.5 6.1 9.2 7.7 9.0 9.5 8.6 9.7 9.1 9.4

Zimbabwe 105.2 9.2 8.7 8.4 8.6 8.6 8.6 9.2 9.1 8.9 8.4 9.7 7.8

Fragile States Index Data, 2013

Source: The Fund for Peace, Failed States Index, 2013, http://ffp.statesindex.org/rankings-2013-sortable.

Notes: IDP refers to internally displaced persons—those people who must leave their homes but are still in the country. Group grievance refers to those 
groups who feel they have suffered as victims of ethnic persecution or from political exclusion and whose concerns have not been addressed. Human flight 
refers to those people who choose to leave voluntarily.19


